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THE NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting at Plymouth is over and may 
certainly be marked as the greatest success the Associa- 
tion has yet attained. As we shall shortly publish a 
report of the papers and discussions we devote this page 
to the local report of the social business of the meeting. 


THe MAyorat RECEPTION. 


Members of the Association, medical practitioners in 
the district, and others, to the number of about two 
hundred, attended a reception in the Guildhall in the 
evening, given by the Mayor and Mayoress of Plymouth. 
As at the previous functions of a similar character, 
arranged in honour of the visit of national organisations 
to the town, his Worship made every provision for the 
thorough enjoyment of the guests, and it may truly be 
said that his worship succeeded in uphclding the best 
traditions of the Mayoral office in this direction. The 
hall was tastefully, although not elaborately, decorated 
for the occasion, Messrs. Popham, Radford, & Co., to 
whom the work was entrusted, having effectively em- 
ployed various devices and material in rendering the 
surroundingsas bright and pleasing as could be desired. 
Under the direction of Mr. H. Moreton, Mus. Bac., 
F.R.C.O., a musical programme of great excellence was 
submitted, those who took part therein being Miss Hilda 
Spearman, Miss Ada Clase, Mr. T. W. Ballhatchet. Mr. 
J. Skelton, and Mr. C. G. Pike, the last-named contribu- 
ting ’cello solos, while Mr. Morton gave performances 
on the grand organ and carried out the duties of accom- 
panist. The various items were listened to with rapt 
attention, and evoked the heartiest applause. Lovers of 
the “weed ” naturally gathered in large numbers in the 
Western Law Courts, which were set apart for their 
accomodation, and were there joined by his worship, the 
toast of whose health was most cordially drunk upon 
the proposition of Professor Macqueen. An invitation 
to Alderman Pethick to attend the Dublin Conference 
next year was extended by Mr. J. Holland, of Athy, and 
after being supported by the President (Mr. W. H. 
ae met with a promise of acceptance from his Wor- 
ship. 

THE EXCURSIONS. 

By invitation of the Western Counties Veterinary 
Medical Association, the members of the National 
Veterinary Association, who have been in attendance at 
the annual meeting held during the week in Plymouth, 
were on Friday, August 4th, with their ladies and other 
specially invited guests, the whole numbering about a 
hundred and fifty, afforded the opportunity of enjoying 
a programme of excursions which brought to a fitting 
conclusion a visit which has been described as the most 
successful ever held in the history of the organisation. 
At half-past eleven the saloon steamboat Princess Royal 
took the party for an hour’s trip around the Cattewater, 

und, and Cawsand Bay, which, under the favourable 
atmospheric conditions which prevailed, was highly en- 
Joyed. The afternoon excursion, which started at one 
clock, was more largely patronised, and consisted of a 
tun up the river Tamar as far as Cotehele. Although 
the Hamoaze did not present its usually crowded appear- 
ance, owing to the attendance of the ships at the Naval 
Manceuvres, the visitors were highly interested in view- 
ing the dockyard, Royal Albert Bridge, and such vessels 





| 





as are remaining in the port, while in the higher reaches 
of the river their enthusiastic appreciation of the charm 
of the scenery was freely expressed. By permission of 
the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, the company were granted 
the privilege of partaking of the sumptuous luncheon 
provided by the Western Counties Veterinary Medical 
Association, and for which Matthews and Son were the 
caterers, on the lawn of Cotehele House, a spacious 
marquee having been erected by Messrs. Tope for the 
purpose. Mr. W. Penhale, of Barnstaple, chairman of 
the Western Counties Veterinary Medical Association, 
presided, and was supported by the Mavor of Devonport, 
Alderman W. Bray, Messrs. W. H. K. Wright, R. S. 
Torrie, A. Latimer, G. H. Moreton, C. R. Everson, and 
officials and members of both the National and local 
associations. At the conclusion of the banquet, Mr. W. 
Hunting, secretary of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion, expressed the thanks of the visitors to the Western 
Counties V.M.A. in a highly complimentary speech, and 
remarked that the enjoyment of the day was such as the 
membersofthe National Association had never previously 
experienced in connection with their annual meetings. 
He had visited many districts with the National Asso- 
ciation, and each time they thought they had reached the 
zenith of the hospitality which could be provided, but 
their hosts on this occasion had surpassed anything ever 
previously arranged for their enjoyment and comfort— 
(applause).—In responding to the toast, the Chairman 
said the Western Counties Association were determined 
from the outset to make the meeting as agreeable to the 

visitors as possible, and, therefore, took care not to 
neglect the social element in the programme. It was a 
satisfaction to them to know that their efforts had given 

so much satisfaction, and the kind expressions to that 
effect were ample reward for what they had done. It 
was a pleasing sign of the times amongst the profession 
to find men who had made some new discovery or worked 
out a fresh theory willing to impart it for the general 
knowledge and welfare of the whole. In that respect 
they had made a great advance »n the. attitude of 
the earlier members of the profession to one another 
—(applause).—-The President of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons (Mr. J. Fraser) proposed a vote of 
thanks to Lord Mount Edgcumbe for having granted the 

use of the lawn, for the first time, for such a purpose, 

and also for throwing open the house for the inspection 

of the party.—Response was made by Mr. D. Ward, and 

on the initiative of Mr. G. H. Elder, of Taunton, the 

health of Mr. J. Dunstan, of St. Mellion (secretary of 

the Western Counties V.M.A.) was cordially drunk in 

appreciation of the services he had rendered in organis- 

ing the arrangements.—Subsequently, several of the 

visiting members made an inspection of the mansion, 

and Mr. Coulter, the genial house steward, addressed 

the party in the manorial hall upon the history of the 

many interesting trophies which adorn the walls. The 

return journey was commenced shortly after five o’clock, 

and was accomplished in time to enable those who 

desired to catch the up mail. During the progress of the 

luncheon and on board the steamer the Royal Naval 

Band performed some delightful musical selections under 

the direction of Mr. E. Binding, and refreshments were 

also dispensed on the upward and homeward journeys.— 

The Western Daily Mercury. 
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| formed, and felt as if it had but a muscular attach- 
‘ment. The knee and the bones below appeared per- 
‘fectly shaped, and differed little from the fore leg. 
The animal was regarded by the natives as sacred, 
and was adorned by the owner with a necklace com- 


A SACRED BULL OF INDIA. 





I am forwarding you herewith a photo of a sacred 


bull taken at Cawnpore, India. You will see the 
animal is a monstrosity, having an extra leg arising 


ng | posed of 
from the dorsal vertebrw and ribs, at the posterior | was exhib 


portion of the hump and scapula. The leg hung 
pendulous by the animal's side, reaching to the 
elbow. The bone above the knee seemed imperfectly 





a number of strings of shells and a bell, and 
ited at the different fairs on festival days, 


_ where he reaped a rich harvest of coppers generously 
given for the support of the sacred animal. 


J. Loveuuin, Vet.-Lieut. 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS. 


Tue DepartMentaL Commirrer’s RECOMMENDATIONS. 





Feelings of surprise and disappointment are exci- 
ted by the perusal of the recommendations of the 
‘‘ Departmental Committee’? appointed by the 
‘* Board of Agriculture’’ which enquired into the 
working of the Glanders and Farey Order a short 
time ago. Considering that during the past two or 
three years the number of outbreaks has been steadily 
diminishing one faiis to see the necessity for a ‘‘ more 
extended supervision” by the Board. Does this 
mean the appointment of more naval officers, etc. as 
travelling inspectors ? 


animals. The vet. will be evaded as thoroughly as 
the inspector is now. Itis true that compulsory 
notification of contagious disease obtains in the 
medical profession but the circumstances, surround- 
ings, and commercial value of their patients are s0 
different from ours as to admit of no comparison being 
made between them and the veterinary pro- 
fession. When veterinary surgeons are com 
pelled or permitted to doctor all their. patients 
which are suffering from contagious or infec- 
tious diseases until they get better or die, just 
the same as medical men are; and further when 
_horse-owners are compelled to have a veterinary 
certificate for every animal that dies or is killed as to 
the cause of death, then perhaps compulsory notifica- 


The third recommendation if carried out would be | tion by vets. might assist in suppressing glanders. 


a step in the right direction. If they had suggested| There is a fear that knackers will not like the 
that the inspection of meat, markets, milk shops, | fifth recommendation, and will cause many disputes 
dairies, etc. should be tacked on to the duties of the | and much injustice ; for we all know, at least all 
veterinary inspectors under the Glanders Order there | those who have had much experience with mallein, 
would be no need for his engaging in private practice. | that a large number of horses will have numerous 





It is impossible to see what advantage to the work- 
ing of the Act will follow the adoption of the fourth 
recommendation. It will not increase by one the 
number of outbreaks that would be reported as 
matters stand at present. The horseowner who is 
not honest enough to report now, will then simply 
cease to call in the veterinary surgeon. He will get 
the quack or registered practitioner to doctor his 


and palpable glanders tubercles in the lungs, whi 

‘immediately before slaughter appeared in perfect 
health. To prosecute the owner or any. one con- 
cerned in such a case would be a very gross injustice, 
and besides it is also well known now that the ev! 
dence of disease in undoubted cases of glanders 18 8° 
slight that they can very readily be over-looked by 








any but a trained expert. 
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The recommendation as to compensation appears 
reasonable, but will the local authorities carry it out. 

The last recommendation excites wonder as to the 
nature of the experiments which the Board should 
conduct, and what further light will be thrown upon 
the ‘‘ use and influence of mallein,” than is already 
known to the majority of London practitioners. Are 
they going to determine its value as curative agent or 
what? Surely they cannot be going to test its value 
as a diagnostic. Cycop. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


SaRcoMA OF THE OrpiTaL, Maxiniary AND FRontTAL 
Cavity In THE Horse.—By Prof. Frouner. 


A healthy horse had, near the right eye, an irre- 


little could be seen of the eye itself. The eye was 
healthy, the right lymphatic gland of the throat 
swollen considerably. The tumour increased in size 
daily, so that in a space of four days the increase in 
size was plainly discernible. An operation was per- 
formed, a circular incision being made through the 
skin around the lower eyelidand extending round the 
inner canthus. A soft puffy tumour was removed 
which had burst through the lachrymal bone, the 
molar and frontal bones, and also filled the frontal 
cavity and the cavity of the upper jaw. In spite of 
the successful operation new growths came so that 
further treatment had to be abandoned. Examina- 
tion revealed a small round-celled sarcoma. 





Cancer in THE Horse.—By Prof. Frouner. 


To the regions in the horse where carcinomas 
occur—which are especially those of the penis and 
sheath, conjunctiva and sole—must be added that of 
the cavity of the jaw. 

_ Ina nine-year-old horse the cavity of the left upper 
Jaw was greatly bulged, with one sided bad smelling 


molars. The firstand second molars were extracted. 
Whilst the third was being extracted the horse died, 
apparently from internal bzemorrhage. 

Post-mortem showed the pericardium greatly 
bulged out and filled with a great quantity of blood. 











In the aorta, just above its branch there was a 5 ¢.m. 
long rent. This had caused death. The nasal 
mucous membrane was dark red, swollen, and covered 
with a bad smelling mass, and the cavity of the jaw 
filled with a grey speckled growth. On the hard 
palate there was a greyish red glutinous granulated 
surface. Examination revealed carcinoma affecting 
primarily the hard palate and secondarily attacking 
the cavity of the jaw. G. M. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


EASTERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY 





The half-yearly meeting took place on Thursday, July 
6th, at the King’s Head Hotel, Diss, and was numerously 
attended. The members first took luncheon with the 
newly elected president, Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.C.V.S., 
London, supporting whom in the chair were Professor 
Hobday, London; Messrs. H. L. Roberts, Diss ; W. 
Turtill, Wickham Market; A S. Auger, Saxmundham ; 
H. Buckingham, junr., Harleston ; J. Pollock, Norwich ; 
J. E. Kitchen, London; W. W. Scales, Ipswich ; 
R. Howard, Thetford ; J. K. Gooch, Holt ; J. Bucking- 
ham, Harleston ; P. J. Mullane, Bungay; H. P. Stand- 
ley, Wymondham ; G. C. Hunting, Stalham ; J. Cleve- 
land, Bungay ; A. Holl, New Buckenham ; T. E. Auger, 
Wymondham; 8. Smith, Lowestoft; C. C. Nesling, 
Framlingham ; W. Bower, East Rudham ; W. Shipley, 
junr., Yarmouth ; W. Westgate, Balsham ; W. Reeman, 
Bury St. Edmunds ; F. B. O. Taylor, hon. sec. Weston ; 
and Mr. Colin Aldrich, pupil, introduced as a visitor by 
Mr. H. L. Roberts. 

Letters or telegrams regretting inability to attend 
were received from the following: Sir H. L. Simpson, 
Vet.-Captain Larnder, Messrs. J. Barr, B. W. Blometield, 
M. Bray, E. Case, G. Grigson, J. Hammond, senr., J. 





nasal discharge, and looseness of the left molars. 
These latter were extracted, and at their roots a soft 
greyish red extuberance was found. The swollen | 
left lymphatic gland had suppurated. On trepanation | 
the bony wall bounding the cavity of the jaw was | 
greatly attenuated, and the cavity itself filled with | 
soft, greyish red growth similar to that found on the | 
roots of the teeth. Microscopical examination gave | 
the typical cancer structure. | 

As the mucous membrane of the cavity of the | 
Upper jaw is covered with cylindrical epithelium, the | 
occurrence of cancer there is only to be explained by | 
the growth appearing in the mouth and following the | 
alveoli being pressed into the upper cavity of the jaw | 
(if one does not accept Cadiot’s tenet that scattered | 


> aaa cells have spread into the cavity of the | 
w. 





Carcinoma or THe Harp Patate anp Cavity oF THE | 
| was sorry that an old friend and member, Mr. J. Thurs- 


Upper Jaw.—By Prof. FROHNER. 


A fourteen-year-old horse had a swelling on the 
Upper jaw and could not eat for four weeks. 


ination revealed a granulation-like swelling on the | 
right side of the hard palate, with looseness of the 


Exam- | 


Hammond, junr., W. Hurrell, T. G. Heatley, G. H. 
Martin, J. D. Overed, J. Simpson, W. Shipley, senr., 
P. Turner, F. M. Wallis, and H. Wilkinson. 

Luncheon over, Mr. J. E. Kitchen genially submitted 
the President’s health which was drunk with enthusiasm 
and vocal honours, and the President briefly and wittily 
acknowledged the compliment. 


DEMONSTRATION IN CASTRATION. 


The members next proceeded to an adjacent rickyard 
where Professor Hobday gave a demonstration of the 
castration of cryptorchids. 

Business MEETING. 

On the members reassembling at the Hotel, the 
business on the agenda was taken, the minutes of the 
last meeting at Norwich having been first approved 
and confirmed on the motion of Mr. Kitchen, seconded 
by Mr. Shipley. 

VoTE oF CONDOLENCE, 
The PRESIDENT stated that since their last meeting he 


ton, of Fressingfield, had passed away. They and his 
family had sustained a great loss, and he moved that 
they send a vote of condolence to the widow and 
family. 

Mr. SmirH seconded, and this was carried. 
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THANKS. 


The PRESIDENT informed the members he had received 
a letter from Mr. Santy who begged to convey his best 
thanks to the Society for having elected him an honorary 
associate. 

New MEMBERS. 

On the motion of Mr. W. SurpLey, seconded by Mr. 
J. Pottock, the following gentlemen were gue: | 
elected new members: Mr H. P. SranpLEy, Wymond- 
ham: Mr. Jonn BuckrncHam, Harleston; Mr. Mc- 
Grecor, Docking ; and Mr. Bray, Litcham. 

Mr. H. L. Roberts proposed as a new member Mr. 
FRANK Tuurston, Fressingfield. Mr. Shipley seconded. 

Mr. F. B. O. Taylor proposed Mr. HARRY GAMBLE, 
Downham Market ; Mr. i L. Roberts seconded. 

These gentlemen will be elected at the next meeting. 


Victor1A VETERINARY BENEVOLENT Funp. 

The Hon. Sec. read the following letter :— 

“On behalf of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, | beg to thank the members of the Eastern Coun- 
ties Veterinary Medical Society for their splendid dona- 
tion of 10 guineas which I have duly received, for which 
please find receipt enclosed. Personally, I quite agree 
with you that amalgamation would be a good thing, but 
the Manchester Society will not, I fear, entertain the 
proposal unless we show that we have funds and can 
materially assist. I shall personally be very pleased to 
aid the matter forward in any way I can.— Thanking 
you all very much, yours faithfully, 

W. F. Barrer.” 


Mr. W. StuupLey said he had been asked to become a 
member of the Council of this Fund to represent the 
Eastern Counties Society, and he had consented to act. 
Their object was to do what they could for the widow; 
and children of veterinary surgeons who might be mo 
or less destitute. He brought one case recently before 
the Council who responded most handsomely. He hoped 
every veterinary surgeon present who was in luck’s way 
as they all appeared to be (laughter) would not hesitate 
a moment to subscribe, and thus help the widow or 
family of a veterinary surgeon in need. If there was 
any case that could be brought before the Council he 
would gladly present it, and he hoped everyone of them 
would take an early opportunity of becoming a subscri- 
ber to an association which existed for the benefit of 
those members of the profession, who through illness 
or accident might fail where others succeeded. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The PRESIDENT said that he also accepted member- 
ship of the Council of this Fund. It was a very good 
Society indeed, and he only hoped it would do good as 
the older society had in its day. 

DELEGATES TO HEALTH CoNGREss. 

The Hon. Sec. read a communicaticn from the Royal 
Institute of Public Health which is to meet at Black- 
pool, inviting the Society to send delegates. 

On the proposal of Mr. H. L. Roberts, seconded by 
Mr. W. Westgate, it was unanimously resolved that Mr. 
F. B. QO. Taylor represent the Society and that his ex- 
penses be paid. 

A similar communication from the Sanitary Institute 
which will hold its autumn congress at Southampton 
was received. On the proposal of Mr. J. K. Gooch. it 
was resolved to send as a delegate Mr. R. Howard. and 
that his expenses be paid. ; 

HERMAPHRODITE. 


Mr. F. Morton-Wa tis, of Halstead, who w 
as un- 
able to attend, forwarded some photographs of a Poa 
hermaphrodite. The photographs showed teats in the 
usual situation, and there was no appearance of scrotum 





resent in some position, though invisible, was indicated 
“ the animal’s conduct when mares were present. The 
anus was as usual, and about 9 inches below, minus any 
sheath or covering, and pointing in a backward direction, 
was a penis 24 to 3 incheslong, when erect. There were 
no signs of any vagina. 

Next MEETING. 

Mr. W. W. Scaes proposed that Ipswich be the next 
place of meeting. Mr. C. C NEsLING seconded. 
The Hon. SEc. moved an amendment that Yarmouth 
be visited. Mr.G. Huntine seconded. 
The amendment was carried, and the meeting was 
fixed to take place in September. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. F. W. Wraae, F.R.C.V.S. 





Gentlemen,—My first duty is to convey to you my 
warmest thanks for the honour you have conferred in 
electing me to the position of President of the Eastern 
Counties Veterinary Medical Society, a position I feel 
very proud to occupy to-day, for aiken I have prac- 
tised fur many years in the great city, I was born and 
bred in the county of Essex. At this period that county 
may look upon me as somewhat of an alien, yet I can 
assure you my sympathies and affections are still with 
the land of my birth, therefore I avail myself of the 
privilege I possess of calling myself an Eastern Counties 
man. 

I feel confident, gentlemen, I may .look for the same 
support and good feeling that has been extended to 
former presidents of this Society. I can assure you on 
my part no effort shall be spared to make this, my year 
of office, one of prosperity to the Society and honour to 
its President and members, I shall ask you to be regular 
in your attendance, to bring before us any subject of 
interest, and above all to take part in the discussions ; 
thereby each one, by his individual effort, can make the 
meetings both interesting and profitable. 

This Society, with which I have been connected some 
years, has done much good amongst its members and 
their friends in the district. Since its formation we 
have had with us at different periods all the learned and 
most scientific men in the profession, who always find it 
a pleasure to impart the knowledge they possess and 
show us the great advance veterinary science is making. 
They, by their position, their training, and the advantages 
they possess are enabled to carry out scientific research 
in a more elaborate and accurate manner than is possi- 
ble to the busy practitioner. 

It is our privilege to have with us to-day Professor 
Hobday, who has kindly come down not only to defend 
his paper but to give another demonstration in castrating 
cryptorchids. 

My friend has already made his mark in the scientific 
world by his manipulation of anzesthetics especially, 
among the lower animals, and in fixing the normal tem- 
perature not only of every animal we are called upon to 
treat, but also that of the domestic fowl. May he long 
ne enabled to continue the good work, he has so ably 

egun. 

Notwithstanding the good performed at the meetings 
of these associations by the teachers at the different 
schools, we have many private practitioners who have 
very materially assisted to render these meetings both 
instructive and interesting, while others have done g 
service In introducing morbid specimens, and relating 
interesting pathological cases. 

_ Each year shows us how veterinary science is advan- 
cing. It seems tome but a short time since bleeding 





or testicles, but Mr. Wallis wrote that the latter were 


was largely practised ; in the days of my pupilage it was 
quite common to have recourse to this operation for 
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pneumonia and other diseases. At that time neither the 
thermometer nor the microscope were used either in the 
medical or veterinary profession—-one feels greatly at a 
loss now in daily practice without the thermometer. 

I was turning over some old papers the other day when 
I chanced on one that I read on glanders at the Midland 
Counties Association in the year 1880. In that paper I 
ventured to express agreement to an opinion | had 
heard given a short time previously by Mr. Hunting, 
that it was not possible for glanders to be generated in 
the system spontaneously. [ can assure you that my 
statement brought about much discussion, and although 
I was ably supported by the then president, Professor 
Pritchard, we were very much in the minority. This is 
only one little instance of the great advance of veterinary 
science during the last few years. It seems to me such 
a short time to look back when we knew nothing about 
bacteria or any other organism ; now the organisms of 
numerous diseases can be collected, cultiv«ted, and the 
disease produced in the living subject. Yes! and at 
that period a man would have been thought mad who 
talked about treating a disease like diphtheria in the 


human being with an attenuated virus, that had been | 


produced through the agency of the equine species. 

One begins to wonder what will happen during the 
next twenty years? Certainly unless some new diseases 
are met with, the veterinary profession will be hard 
pressed, what with the diseases that have already been 
stamped out and those we are promised shall be subjected 
to that process. However, we still have our old friend 
influenza, which has become a disease of so much more 
importance since a similar disease attacked the human 
subject. I notice quite a different tone is adopted now 
to that in former years, when the word influenza is men- 
tioned, the enquiry then was must the patient be kept 
from work for that? Now it is looked upon much more 
seriously, and anxious enquiries are made after the 
welfare of horses so affected. 

I suppose, to follow the fashion in addressing a few 
remarks to the members of an association in taking the 
chair, mention should be made of the disease that is 
making so much stir in the world at the present time, I 
allude to tuberculosis, but beyond remarking I am glad 
the medical profession at last acknowledge the disease 
cannot be generated spontaneously in the system, but 
must be produced by infection alone, I shall leave a sub- 
ject which is not only being written about by every 
scientific paper, but you can scarcely pick up a newspaper 
that has not some allusion to this dreadful malady. 
Mind! do not take it that I consider it an unimportant 
subject, on the contrary, I consider it one of the burning 
questions of the day ; I must say that I think it will be 
little short of criminal if the veterinary surgeon, and the 
veterinary surgeon alone, is not left to deal with this 

isease as affecting the lower animals. 

Read the case of the meat case at Scarborough in last 
week’s Record. Two medical ofticers of health and a 
retired bricklayer giving evidence about a disease they 
evidently could not distinguish. 

Another theme that it is thought should appear in 
these papers, is the so-called “ politics of the profession,” 
but what can anyone at this period say about the politi- 
cal atmosphere? Well, nothing! unless it is what a 

ovely, peaceful, quiet state we have drifted into, not 
even a contest at the annual election of Members of 

Ouncil ; yes, we are denied even this small excitement, 
and why? Iconfess I am sorely puzzled to find an 
answer to that question. In the year, 1876, it was decided 

y Charter to send out a voting paper to every member 
of the profession, with the names of the candidates pro- 
posed entered thereon, so that each and every member 
Should have a voice and vote in the election of the 
sentlemen who were to serve them in transacting the 
usiness of the body corporate ; from that year until the 
Present there have always been more candidates than 


seats at the Council, but this year there were only 
nominated eight members to fill eight seats, therefore 
there was in reality no contest, and although we con- 
gratulate our member, Mr. Bower, and we should con- 
gratulate ourselves in having so good a man to repre- 
sent us, I feel pretty contident he would sooner have: 
had a bit of a race than a walk over.- Every member of 
the Council is glad to know whether the profession ap- 
proves his work or not. 

The annual meeting of 1898 was concluded in less 
than ten minutes, and that of the present year occu- 
pied very little more time, in fact at the late meeting 
the only question of importance seemed to be, Was the 
amount down in the balance sheet as Law charges all 
for one prosecution ? followed by a demand to inspect 
the solicitor’s accounts. 

Well, gentlemen, although it seems like blowing my 
own trumpet, I congratulate you on being so fortunate 
as to possess at the present time so perfect a Council; 
nevertheless I cannot help saying I consider the pro- 
fession is drifting into a chronic state of apathy with 
regard to the interest it takes as to the manner it 1s being 
governed. 

Unless some one digs out some real or fancied 
grievance, and mind, this has been done as an electioneer- 
ing dodge, the profession lapses into such a hum-drum 
state, that one can scarcely believe it has an existence ; 
fancy, 3000 members are on the Register and in no year 
have a third of that number exercised their franchise. 
They have received their voting papers and have taken 
so little interest in the welfare of their profession, that 
they have gone into the waste paper basket rather than 
into the postal box. And who are the men who vote and 
take an interest in the welfare of their profession? Why 
it is the men who join the veterinary medical societies, 
the men who are anxious to raise the status of the pro- 
fession, the men who by their presence at these meetings 
are willing to impart knowledge, and are equally ready 
to profit by the experience of their friends. Gentlemen, 
may these Associations, and the Eastern Counties in 
particular, continue and flourish for ever. 

I thank you for the kind attention you have given to 
my remarks, which I am anxious to close to continue 
the discussion on Professor Hobday’s paper. 


Mr. J. Pottock said the members of the Eastern 
Counties Veterinary Medical Society desired to give the 
President their heartiest welcome at this the first meet- 
ing over which he had done them the honour of presid- 
ing, and to thank him for his able and _ instructive 
address. It had introduced to their minds subjects that 
were well worth pondering, as to their position as veteri- 
nary surgeons, and how to deal with that large question 
of the day, tuberculosis, and the need for veterinary 
surgeons coming to the front in any attempts to combat 
it. Then the question of the apathy of the profession in 
connection with the Council of the Royal College was 
one that would well repay the widest consideration. He 
would like to move that this subject be considered at 
their next meeting. In the name of the members of the 
Society he desired to thank the President for his address. 
At the next meeting he should bring before them how 
best to interest the profession in the duties of Council, 
and how they could get each individual to take his share 
in putting new life and new blood into it, or at least 
stimulate the old blood. If he might hint as to the line 
upon which they should go he would suggest that Great 
Britain and Ireland be divided up into sections, Eastern 
Counties, Midland, Northern, and so on, each section to 
send its own representative, and the voting should be 
through the centres in each district. 

The Prestpent said he was glad his remarks had 


borne fruit so far that they were likely to promote dis- 
cussion at their next meeting. If this proved the case 
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he would be amply repaid for the short time occupied in 
utting his thoughts on paper. 


CASTRATION OF CRYPTORCHIDS. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. H. P. SranpLEY opened the-discussion upon the 
paper of Professor Hobday, read at the last meeting, 
upon this subject. He said that after seeing two opera- 
tions performed by Prof. Hobday there was very little 
for them to say by way of comment, for they had been 
done so skilfully. After all in work of this kind it was 
practice alone that made them perfect. Thinking it 
would interest members he had brought three specimens 
of testicles taken from rig horses which would illustrate 
the vast difference both in size and development which 
was met with in opérating upon rigs. The first specimen 
was one very similar to that which the Professor had 
just removed. It was the smallest of the three, and 
taken from a two-year-old cart colt. One testicle was in 
the scrotum and of tremendous size, whilst the other 
was in the abdomen alongside the bladder, having very 
little cord to it. On this colt getting up after the opera- 
tion the intestines could be plainly seen moving about in 
the scrotum, which was distended to about the size of 
one’s head. Sutures had been put in which, of course, 
prevented them coming through. Very great difficulty 
was experienced in the removal, as it was very hard to 
differentiate the testicle from a loop of bowel. The 
second specimen was from a tour-year-old cart horsé, 
one testicle having been removed two years previously. 
This testicle was in the canal, but the whole of the sub- 
stance appeared to have degenerated, leaving just the 
outline of the gland itself. The third testicles were 
taken from a double cryptorchid, both being situaped 
just at the opening of the internal ring, and were very 
good examples of the testicles of an average cryptorchid. 
The operation was one with a great deal of charm about 
it, and one which every veterinary surgeon ought to 
undertake. Cryptorchids taken as a class were by no 
means difficult to operate, only exceptional cases present- 
ing much trouble. In cases where they found one testi- 
cle removed and the castration scar left on one side or 
the other it would not always do toinfer that this is the 
side on which the gland has been removed. A short 
time since he was left to find this fact out for himself. 
In going to operate on a rig in which the absent testicle 
was on the off side he found the old castration scar on 
that side, although the near side testicle was the one 
that had been removed. He first opened the scrotum 
on that side and discovered the remains of the cord in 
the canal, but whether this was done on purpose to mis- 
lead he was unable to say. He did not like the use of 
chloroform, as he considered that after the operation 
a colt wanted to rise as speedily as possible. If chloro- 
form is used the colt is struggling on the ground some 
time before he did so, and this tended to bring down the 
intestines into the scrotum from the violent strain where 
sutures were not used. While he did not care for Prof. 
Hobday’s method of casting and used a very different 
style himself, all the members would appreciate the very 
skilful manner in which he operated. 

Mr. W. Turrimt said that for his part he liked 
chloroform. It prevented a colt struggling when the 
operator had his hand in the canal, and where the 
operation might be tedious. He should certainly follow 
the Professor’s method, though he believed in another 
method of tying up. He had the pleasure of driving 
old Farmer Miles about a good deal, and though he 
could not speak for his own success a member of his 
family had castrated about 50 more or less successfully. 
Farmer Miles had horses brought to a certain farm got 
them down, sat on his old waterproof sheet, and got 
through the operation in a very simple manner, sending 
the horses back about 11 miles. That was against his 


own views, and several horses were lost. Since then 
they had adopted different tactics which were more 
successful. Their method was to get the hind legs back, 
get in a spreader, opening the ring until it could be felt 
as fine as tissue paper, in a clean subject. When the 
hand was inserted if the testicle lay in the inguinal canal, 
they could pull it up it their fingers grasped it. They 
could easily break through the membranes and grasp it. 
It was more easy to talk about than do, and they sym- 
pathised with Prof. Hobday, both of whose operations 
had been tedious. He had seen them done more quickly 
but the Professor had done them successfully. He was 
rather inclined to think that this time the Professor 
did not get all he went after, but that remained to be 
proved. If it turned out all right he should be very 
pleased. When they set to work, their difficulty was to 
know when they were right and when they were wrong. 
When they were alone, and had not many particularly 
good friends about, they could not ask whether they were 
right or wrong. (Laughter.) It was a great matter to 
know exactly where they were. He had been at several 
operations that were most tedious, and it was extremely 
doubtful whether they got all the substance or not. 
Wherever they had operated and not got all that they 
wanted the horse proved as bad as before. In the pre- 
vious operation Prof. Hobday used an antiseptic, and 
he wondered he did not use it again. That antiseptic 
was the much lauded chinosol. The antiseptic treatment 
followed right out had been the means of restoring that 
colt and making the operation a success. In to-day’s 





operation his opinion was that the gland was still left in 
the body, and that Prof. Hobday was a little mistaken. 
| It was wonderfully good of the Professor to come down 
'and operate before so many veterinary surgeons, for 
which they could not give him too much credit. He 
should follow him and he hoped with success. 

Mr. J. K. Goocn said he had never operated upon ri 
| horses in his life, but if he happened with any he aeull 
certainly try and perform the operation, whether he 
might be successful or not. Many years ago he saw 
Farmer Miles and he was wonderfully struck with his 
method of securing the animal, to which in great 
measure he attributed his success. His non-success he 
would now attribute to his not using antiseptics. If he 
operated upon a rig, he should adopt every antiseptic 
precaution. He was half inclined to think it was a 
testicle that Prof. Hobday took away that day, although 
not developed, and had not reached the stage in which 
they usually knew it. Having one large well developed 
testicle descended into the scrotum, the other probably 
did not develop. 

Mr. W. Bower said that last year he had a horse that 
was good looking, but a brute in temper, and he decided 
to operate upon him. He was surprised at very soon 
reaching what he thought was a testicle, and he cut it 
out. The horse was always quiet afterwards, but from 
its appearance no one would have thought it was a 
testicle. 

Mr. AUGER expressed his keen appreciation of the 
professional style in which Professor Hobday had gone 
about his work. He had tried two or three and was 
| unsuccessful, but did not give up. The first he was suc 
cessful on was an eight-year-old hackney, and he se- 
cured the testicle from the region of the loins. The 
horse did very well and was sold for London work. ‘The 
operation sometimes turned out to be very difficult, and 
they had to retain their presence of mind, and keep cool 
to make a success of it. If they took time it was very 
seldom that they would fail to secure something of 4 
rudimentary gland. Chloroform was a help to the 
operator. By way of caution he would say when you 
have finished _your operation leave your colt quite free 
to get up. He performed an operation with complete 
success to the admiration of the owner and his frien 
but the horse in his struggles to rise got into a sitting 
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position. This‘caused a strain in getting up which alone 
he thought led to descent of the bowels. The horse was 
put down again, but he could not return the bowels on 
account of his struggles. He had no chloroform with 
him or he believed he could have successfully combatted 
even this. 
Mr. W. SuHIpLey said a debt of gratitude was due to 
Prof. Hobday for these two demonstrations. He was 
leased to hear Mr. Standley say what an easy operation 
it was, but he could not think it was an easy operation. 
No doubt they would all try it, but he should not like te 
try again if he had a case like that afternoon’s. There 
could not be any doubt that chloroform must be used. 
They called themselves humane veterinary surgeons, and 


| once they got used to it there was not the trouble they 
might have expected. 

Mr. Goocu added that there was no danger, or it was 
practically nz/. First get the animal under chloroform, 
then perform the operation. 

The PRESIDENT observed that his experience in cas- 
trating cryptorchids was nz/, but he had seen Farmer 
Miles operate. He quite agreed that he had no scientilic 
training but he wasa first rate operator. If he had had 
scientific training of course he would have employed 
antiseptics, but they must remember that Miles did 
nothing else but castrating colts. To his way of think- 
ing if a man goes to castrate his principal success was 





in any operation of this kind it was their duty to their 
patient as well as to themselves to use chloroform. He 
also wondered whether there were any statistics as to. 
which testicle was as a rule withheld in the case of | 
cryptorchids. The off-side testicle, he had noticed re- 

peatedly, was always smaller than the near side for the | 
first three years, and he would like to know whether | 
cases of cryptorchids were more common with the off 

testicle. The demonstrations had been of very great bene- | 
fit to the members present. 

Mr. J. PoLLock said he must tender his meed of praise | 
to Prof. Hobday for the able and skilful manner in which 
he had operated. Particularly was he struck by his calm | 
demeanour in the very difficult operation at Norwich. | 
At one time it seemed to him almost impossible to get 
the testicle. He would like some one to give them the 
after history of the case. He learned that the swelling 
was something enormous. Did it affect the region of cord, 
scrotum, penis or abdomen? The result of the operation 
performed to-day had been quite a revelation to him 
with respect to the size of the testicle. He had no doubt 
Prof. Hobday was right in supposing he had got all the 
testicle away. 

Mr. C. C. NESLING enquired what was the rule for 
knowing when they had got the testicle. 

Mr. H. L. Roperts said he had had one or two cryp- 
torchids, and he believed the sign was that when they 
touched the vital spot the animal struggled, but that of 
course was modified by the use of chloroform. He was 
always told to look out for severe struggling as scon as 
he grasped the testicle within the abdominal cavity. 
From the writhings of the animal under operation he 
should say it was a very nervous spot to grasp. 

Mr. J. E. Kircwen said his experience only went so 
far as tom cats. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Goocu said that with regard to the Norwich case 
he met Mr. Low, jun., at Diss a week since and was 
told the colt had done 1emarkably well and the swelling 
had not been excessive. He took it that the colt had 
but little more swelling than in ordinary castration. In 
all major operation they should use chloroform. There 
was a society looking after them very sharply (laughter) 
at the present time, and they should try to keep within 
bounds, 

Mr. Sranpey said that with few exceptions in all 
operations he had made upon rigs he had been alone, 
and it was impossible to administer chloroform and also 
perform the operation. That applied to all operations 
they had to perform alone. 

Mr. W. Bower said he saw Farmer Miles operate 
upon some horses at Mr. Coker’s, at Walsingham, when 
he said “ Whenever you get anything that feels stiff and 
18 not gut, take it off, I guess it is something he can do 
without.” (Laughter.) 

Mr. Surptey said chloroform was not the difficult 
matter Mr. Standley thought. Chloroform could be ad- 
Dantered first and then the operation performed. 
‘ace get the animal under the influence of the first stage 
of chloroform, there was nothing more to fear. They 
Were not so used to chloroform as they might be, but 





that he did that colt before he saw any other ‘weve 
Going first to see patients suffering from whatever 


| disease they might have militated a great deal against 


success in castration. He did not know whether the 
colt operated upon at Norwich was tied up in Professor 
Hobday’s method, but if the colt at Diss was not properly 
cast it should have been, for he noticed six or seven 
veterinary surgeons taking part in the operation. One 
gentleman was good enough to time it, but he took no 
notice of time at all, whether in performing an operation 


_ or shoeing a horse. (Applause). He thought no better 


of aman who could doin 5 minutes what took another 
man 53 minutes. He was a very slow man himself. 
(Laughter.) He did not pretend to be a fast man 
(laughter), but he claimed that if he took a little more 
time in his operations he was quite as successful as those 
who might do them in less time. Mr. Pollock had said 
there was a great deal of swelling upon the colt at 
Norwich. Who cared about swelling? His past experi- 
ence was that some were a good deal swollen and some 
to a trifling extent, but that mattered very little. Farmer 
Miles always advised that the animals should be exer- 
cised after the operation. That was nothing new to him 
2s he served his pupilage with a thorough old-fashioned 
practitioner. They used to castrate some few colts and 
the animals were invariably exercised after the operation. 
He asked why it was done, and was told not in so many 
words to mind his own business or words to that effect. 
He simply did it because his father did, and he never had 
a colt go wrong. He was glad there had been such a 
good discussion and that some had intimated they did 
not believe the Frofessor had taken away the testicle, 
because no man who came before a Society was so pleased 
as when there was adverse criticism. That was what did 
good at their meetings, and he was quite sure Professor 
Hobday would be able to answer the criticisms passed 
upon him. (Applause). 

Professor Hoppay, replying on the debate, said he 
quite endorsed the remarks of the President and he was 
pleased to drop into such a stronghold of rig castrators. 
The Eastern Counties had always hada name for opera- 
tors and a reputation for the skill with which they 
operated upon the male and female genital organs, 
greater than in any other part of the kingdom, and that 
meeting bore it out. He agreed with Mr. Standiey that 
these operations were not usually difficult, and veteri- 
nary surgeons who took a pride in surgery should per- 
form them. When they had the owner and two or three 
of his friends present, and had got the animal down it 
was unpleasant to find that they could not complete the 
operation, and to say that the animal had no testicle, and 
he still went on with his rig propensities, as bad as ever. 
With regard to chloroform he had tried both methods 
and sometimes operated without. At Norwich the 
animal was coming out of chloroform when the testicle 


, was seized, and that was one of the indications whether 


they had the testicle or not. That day the animal did 
not struggle when the testicle was got hold of. The 
struggling was a sign that they had hold of the testicle 
as oppossd to some other part. He was willing to abide 
by his opinion that the whole of the testicle was removed 
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that day. They could learn at some future time whether 
this animal showed rig propensities or not. He was 
quite confident that it was the whole of the testicle and 
his reason was that he distinctly felt the cord. He 
thought it was going to be a very easy case because he 
thought he saw the testicle bulging up beneath the skin, 
but when he put his hand over it he-found it was nota 
testicle but a ave vein. The testicle was further down 
the canal and it was only after some manipulation that 
he got huld of it. He felt the convolutions of the testi- 
cle between his finger and thumb. He pulled it and 
found it was testicle by the pressure of traction behind 
it. It was uncommon to get a testicle so small in rig 
horses, but he had one only a fortnight ago. Within the 
last two months he had two cases in which the testicles 
had been even smaller than this one. In both cases 
they were in the inguinal canal. The method of a 
was the ordinary way, and the only reason he adopte 
that instead of some other plan was that every veteri- 
nury surgeon had a casting rope and he could always 
borrow another rope or a couple of halters, which saved 
him the necessity of carrying about special apparatus. 
He did not think that in any operation speed was the 
first thing to be considered, especially in rig castration. 
If speed was aimed at they might rupture one of the 
veins of the inguinal region causing great hemorrhage, 
which was bad, and also blocking the view, and making 
the operation more difficult. He was fond of chinosol, 
and that day had used creolin, one of the best antiseptics 
they had in veterinary surgery. With regard to a point 
mentioned by Mr. Bower he had no personal knowledge 
of aracer rig being used for racing, and finding a difficulty 
in racing, but there must be some grounds for suspect- 
ing that the racer which was a rig might break down at 
a critical moment from the fact that he was a rig. Ohe 
could easily understand that the testicle being in the 
inguinal canal might be pressed upon and give the 
animal a certain amount of irritation, and also cause 
ain tu a certain extent. It was always advisable to 
1ave chloroform at hand when operating. If an animal 
could be put under chloroform it was much more easy to 
operate than if chloroform were not used. He once 
thought there was a rule as to which testicle was with- 
held, but having made research he was absolutely sure 
that there was no rule, and that one testicle was found 


withheld as often as the other. The right testicle was | 


down as often as the left. The case at Norwich was a 
revelation to him in one point. Up to then he had 
formed the opinion that when that one testicle was down 
the operation was simple, the other testicle being gener- 
ally in the canal, but that case was an exception to the 
rule. When they saw no signs of testicles at all it was 
not ~— wise to surmise that the testicles were up in 
the cana for there was no fixed rule, and rigs were most 
erratic animals to operate upon. With regard to exer- 
cise after the operation he thought it was to be recom- 
mended, probably not in every case, but in the majority 
of cases. In fact in several cases where the testicle has 
not been in the abdomen but in the canal, he had had 
animals turned straight away to pasture, and up to the 
present had not had any bad results to lead him to dis- 
continue it. There was no danger attaching to the use 
of chloroform administered in the proper way, but 
where it was given on a sponge and towel there was 
danger. 

Mr. AuGeER said he had applied chloroform in this 
way to one nostril only, and always found it very satis- 
factory. 

Prof. Hoppay replied that he might succeed for 29 
cases and kill the 30th and 31st, and one case of death 
would ruin the reputation of a practitioner. Chloroform 
was an aid to the operator, because while the patient 
was under it there was no struggling. Without it he did 
struggle. 


Pror. Hoppay ELectep AN Hon. ASSOCIATE. 


The PRESIDENT moved a vote of thanks to Prof. Hob- 
day for his demonstrations and paper at the last meeting. 
Mr. W. Bower seconded. 

Mr. W. Surptey, in supporting the vote, suggested 


as an addition to the resolution that Prof. Hobday be 


elected an Honorary Associate of their Society.— 
(Applause.) 

This was carried amid applause, and Prof. Hobday 
returned thanks for the unexpected honour conferred 
upon him. 3 

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Presi- 
dent, moved by Mr. J. E. Kitchen, and seconded by Mr. 


W. Bower. 
F. B. O. Taytor, Hon. See. 








NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 





ANNUAL DINNER. 


The dinner of the Association, which was held in the 
Guildhall, on Thursday, August 3rd, brought to a con- 
clusion—except for the excursions on the following day 
—what has been probably the most successful and enjoy- 
able meeting the Association has ever held. The Presi- 
dent (Mr. W. H. Bloye, F.R.C.V.S.) presided, and 
amongst the guests were the Mayor of Plymouth, the 
Mayor of Devonport, and the Chairman of the Stone- 
house District Council. 

The loyal toasts were duly honoured on the proposi- 
tion of the PRESIDENT, and were followed by the toast of 
“The County Borough of Plymouth,” proposed by Mr. 
W. PenuHALE, J.P., heartily received, and briefly re- 
sponded to by the Mayor, Mr. Alderman J. Pethick. 

“The Navy, Army, and Reserve forces ” was submitted 
by Prof. Merram, and replied to by Col. STEEL, Mayor 
Cotiins, and Mr. A. W. Mason, the Colonel remarking 
upon the happy position of the veterinary surgeons in 
the Army, and scouting any idea that their rank was not 
sufficiently acknowledged. 

The toast of “The Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 





geons ” was proposed by Mr. J. F. Winnicott, who spoke 
_with pride of the work which the College had done and 
4 its influence throughout the length and breadth of the 
| Empire. 
| Mr. J. Fraser, the President of the College, responded 
ina most admirable speech. He claimed that the veteri- 
nary profession had made very considerable progress 
during the last fifty years. Fifty years ago the veteri- 
nary profession was far behind the other professions in 
| this country ; to-day it was in line with those which had 
| made the greatest advance. In support of his conten- 
tion, he adduced, first the solidarity of the profession. 
Fifty years ago it would have been impossible to call 
together such an assembly as was then gathered in 
Plymouth. Then veterinary surgery was entirely depen- 
dent on the medical profession for original research, and 
the teachers in the schools were medical men. Now, he 
was proud to say, there were in the ranks of the veteri- 
nary profession men of the highest standing engaged in 
original research, and the veterinary profession was, in 
a sense, independent of the other branch of medicine. 
They were grateful for what the medical profession had 
done for them, but he emphatically asserted that veteri- 
nary surgeons were now standing on their own legs. 
Unfortunately, there was a disposition in some parts of 
the medical profession to usurp the functions of the 
veterinary surgeon, unjustly claiming to perform duties 
which belonged solely to the veterinary profession. He 
contended—and he believed his contention was supporte 
by, the profession—that veterinary surgeons were the 
only men who had the right to examine animals, alive or 
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dead. He did not make that claim for the veterinary 
profession alone, but in the interest of the community, be- 
cause between the public and certain dangers the veteri- 
nary surgeon alone was capable of standing as a safeguard. 
‘The profession intended to contend for their rights, a thing 
which they could not have done fifty years ago ; and 
therefore he considered that they had made a greater 
relative progress than the soa Pn i He com- 
pared the methods of treatment followed to-day with 
those of the past, and expressed surprise that the patients 
half a century ago survived at all. In his opinion the 
most essential thing to greater progress was that veter- 
inary surgeons should take a more prominent part in the 
public life of the country. He advised them to push 
themselves to the front by working on Boards of Guard- 
ians, School Boards, District and City Councils, etc., not 
in any egotistical spirit, but in the spirit of true patriot- 
ism, as men well qualified to render the highest service to 
the community. 

“The National Veterinary Association ” was proposed 
by Alderman Bray, and responded to by the President, 
who ascribed the success of the meeting to the labours of 
Mr. Hunting and Mr. Bond. He expressed the hope that 
before long the provincial Associations would become 
affiliated with the National. 

In a witty and amusing speech, Mr. Hunting pro- 
posed “The Health of the Ladies,” for whom Mr. Olver 
replied, and to judge from the laughter which came from 
the corner of the hall where the ladies were admitted to 
listen to an excellent programme of music and song, in- 
terspersed with after dinner speeches, the remarks of 
both the proposer and responder were highly appreciated 
by the gentler sex. 

The Provisional Committee were accorded a flattering 
reception in the toast proposed by Mr. Salisbury Price. 
Mr. G. H. Elder, and Mr. P. G. Bond replying, acknow- 
ledging the compliment, and modestly endeavouring— 
without being in any way successful—to show that it was 
not at all deserved. 

For “The Visitors,” proposed by Principal Williams, 
the Mayor of Devonport responded, bringing to a conclu- 
sion an exceedingly pleasant evening. 








EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


EXAMINATION FOR INSPECTORS OF MEAT 
AND OTHER FOODS. 


The report of the Ruyal Commission on Tuberculosis 
recommends that in future no person be permitted to act 
asa Meat Inspector until he has passed a qualifying 
examination. The Council of the Sanitary Institute, 
who have, since the year 1877, been holding qualifying 
xaminations for the office of Sanitary Inspector, have 
therefore decided to arrange examinations, the syllabus 
of which includes the subjects specified in the Report of 
the Royal Commission. 

Under the general Sanitary Statutes, the duties of a 
Meat Inspector can only be discharged by an Inspector 
of Nuisances, or Sanitary Inspector, and proof of holding 
a certificate for this office will be required by the Insti- 
tute prior to entering for this examination. The Coun- 
cil have thought it desirable to include in the syllabus 
for the examinations the subjects of which a knowledge 
18 necessary for the inspection of other articles of food 
esides meat, so as to cover the whole field of food in- 
Spection. 

SYLLABUS OF SUBJECTS. 


Ps knowledge of the laws, bye-laws, and regulations 
auecting the inspection and sale of meat and_ other 


Signs of Health and Disease in animals destined for 
food, when alive and after slaughter. 

Tuberculin and other tests. 

The names and situations of the organs of the body in 
animals. 

The distinctions between the parts and visceral organs 
in different domestic animals. 

Size, weight, and form of the organs of ox, cow, horse, 
sheep, calf, pig. 

Position of lymphatic glands. 

The appearance and character of fresh meat, organs, 
fat, blood, fish, poultry, milk, fruit, vegetables, and other 
food, and the conditions rendering them, or preparations 
of them, fit or unfit for human consumption. 

The hygiene of byres, lairs, cow sheds, and slaughter 
houses, and all places where animals destined for the 
supply of food are kept. 

The hygiene of markets, dairies, and other places 
where food is stored, prepared, or exposed for sale. 

Practical methods of stalling and slaughtering animals, 
preserving and storing meat and other foods. 








WARRANTY OF A COW. 


At the Whitehaven County Court on Wednesday, 
July 27th, before His Honour Judge Stevenson, 
Isaac Watson, Troughton House, Cleator Moor, farmer, 
sued Thos. Graham, Blacklands, Whillimoor, farmer, to 
recover £14 5s. as damages for breach of warranty on 
the sale of a cow at Whitehaven Auction Mart on the 
27th April last. The cow was said to be warranted 
sound and all right, and plaintiff said that it suffered 
from tuberculosis, from which it died on the 5th May. 
£11 17s. 6d. was claimed for the cow, £2 2s. for veterin- 
ary’s expenses, and 5s. 6d. for sundry expenses. 

Mr. Gordon Falcon appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. 
Chapman appeared for the defendant. 

Mr. Falcon produced a copy of the conditions of sale 
of the Auction Mart, which stated that no animals must 
be submitted for sale which were suffering from any in- 
fectious disease, and that if one was the vendor would be 
liable to the purchaser. In this case the cause of death 
was long standing tuberculosis, and defendant had plenty 
of notice to come and see the carcase or send a veterinary 
surgeon to see it. 

Plaintiff said the first time he noticed anything wrong 
with the cow was a week after he bought it, and he gave 
it a warm drink. Next day he saw her collapse alto- 
gether, and he sent for Mr. Soulsby and the police, and 
the cow was not touched or interfered with until they 
came. The cow was opened by a butcher, and in conse- 
quence of what Mr. Soulsby told him, plaintiff went and 
told defendant that Mr. Soulsby said the cow died of 
long standing tuberculosis. He told defendant he wanted 
his money Nesaly Defendant refused to give him his 
money, saying the cow was all right when he sold it. 
Witness told plaintiff that if he was not satisfied with 
Mr. Soulsby’s word the carcase was there, and defendant 
could send a veterinary of his own to examine her. 
Defendant said he would not ; she was all right when he 
sold her. 

Cross-examined : Plaintiff said the cow had given 
milk all the week, and the milk had been used along 
with the rest, and there was no suspicion that there was 
anything wrong with the animal until a week after it was 
purchased. 

Mr. Casson, secretary to the Whitehaven Auction 
Mart Company, produced the rules and conditions of 


sale. This cow was entered as “one week calved ; all 


right.” 
Cross-examined : In witness’s opinion tuberculosis was 





articles of food, including their preparations and adul- 
teration. 


an infectious disease under the rule as to “ murrain” 
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and other infectious diseases, under which this claim was 
brought. 

Mr. Soulsby, veterinary surgeon, Whitehaven, said 
that on the 5th May he was called to plaintiffs to see a 
cow. When he got there the cow was dead. He made 
a post-mortem examination and found the cause of 
death was tuberculosis of the lungs.and heart. He had 
scarcely ever seen a worse case, and it must have been of 
months standing. He was quite satisfied the animal 
was in a bad state with tuberculosis when it was sold. 
Tuberculosis is highly infectious. 

Cross-examined : If the animal had been tested by 
tuberculin it would have re-acted. It was quite possible 
that the cow might appear to plaintiff to be all right for 
the week before her death. Tt was quite possible that 
the defendant might have known nothing of the presence 
of the disease. 

Mr. Falcon said he never suggested for a moment 
that this cow had been palmed off upon them pur- 
posely. 

John Rogan, Cleator Moor, butcher, also gave evidence 
for the plaintiff. 

Mr. Chapman, for the defence, said the way Mr. 
Falcon was asking the Court to apply this rule was a 
very serious matter. He suggested that the rule was not 
intended tu cover tuberculosis, but some such disease as 
the “ murrain” specified, which would be immediately 
and dangerously infectious to any animals with which 
the affected animal came into contact. His friend had 
conceded that there was no suggestion of concealment in 
this case, and neighbours of the defendant would give 
evidence that the cow showed absolutely no sign of 
disease. He held that this was a latent defect, for which 
at common law a vendor was not responsible. 

His Honour said the only issue he had to try vgas 
whether the animal was suffering at the time of sale from 
tuberculosis. He held that this rule meant what it said 
“any infectious disease,” and tuberculosis was an infec- 
tious disease. He did not agree with Mr. Chapman’s 
reading of the law. 

Mr. Falcon said this was an express warranty, not an 
— warranty. 

Mr. Chapman contended that five days’ notice should 
have been given, under the rules. 

Mr. Falcon said that was not required in case of 
infectious disease, but in case of “ unsoundness,” not in 
fectious. 

His Honour gave judgment for the plaintiff. Defen- 
dant warranted that this cow was “all right,” and if at 
that time she was all wrong, suffering from an infectious 
disease, viz., tuberculosis, there was a breach cf warranty. 
If she was suffering from an infectious disease, he was 
prohibited bringing such an animal, under the first 
notice at the head of the rules; and if he did it and 
caused injury to some one else, he was liable for the 
consequences. He found that the sum defendant had 
to pay was what the cow had cost, what it had cost to 
keep it, and veterinary surgeon’s fee. This was a case of 
considerable importance, as it raised this interesting and 
exciting question of tuberculosis, as to which the agri- 
cultural papers were fullin these days ; and therefore he 
had taken the trouble to go into the case very carefully. 
He found for the plaintiff for the amount claimed, but 
stayed execution for seven days with leave to appeal on 
payment of £35 into Court as guarantee of expenses.— 

Whitehaven News. 


The Suppression of Rabies. 


According to the official returns only one case of rabies | 


was reported in Great Britain in the 28 weeks ending July 
15, as compared with 14 cases in the corresponding period 


of 1898, 98 cases in the corresponding period of 1897, and | 





348 cases in the corresponding period of 1896. These 
figures would furnish an irresistible argument for relaxing 
the muzzling orders still in operation on this side of St. 
George’s Channel were it not for the fact that in Ireland 
a less satisfactory condition of things prevails. That 

recautions are to be taken to prevent the admission of 
infected dogs from the sister isle may be regarded, there- 
fore, as an indication that the authorities are contempla- 
ting an early abrogation of the muzzling orders in Great 
Britain. The order affecting the Midlands will, we be- 
lieve, be rescinded forthwith, while that relating to the 
metropolis may be expected to become a dead letter at 
no distant date.—TZhe Times. 


Tuberculosis in Cows and the Milk Supply. 


The Local Government Board having recently sche- 
duled tvberculosis, affecting the udders of cows, as “a 
disease,” under the “ Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops 
Order of 1899,” the London County Council, on the 
recommendation of the Public Health Committee, have 
appointed Mr. Percy J. Simpson, M.R.C.V.S., of Maiden- 
head, to make an examination of all the cows in London, 
with the view of ascertaining to what extent milk is 
being drawn from tuberculous udders for human con- 
sumption, and with the further object of prohibiting the 
sale of milk from cows so affected. The estimated num- 
ber of cows in the London cowsheds is between 5,000 
and 6,000. Doubtless all local authorities will recognise 
the importance of similar investigations, inasmuch as it 
has been conclusively demonstrated that the bacillus 
which is the cause of consumption in the human subject 
is identical with tubercle bacillus of the cow. 


The Export of Russian Cattle. 


A Reuter despatch from St. Petersburgh, August 3, 
says :—It is announced that two British members of 
Parliament, accompanied by two English veterinary 
surgeons, will shortly arrive in Moscow, their mission 
being to ascertain the present conditions of the export of 
Russian cattle destined for the English markets. In 
company with two members of the Moscow Agricultural 
Society, they will visit in turn the great landed estates in 
the province of Ekaterinoslaff and the ports of Nikolaieff, 
Novo-Rossiisk, and Rostoff-on-the-Don.— The Times. 





“ Veterinary.” 


In the veterinary art there may be a good deal of 
practical skill, gained by long experience, without much 
acquaintance with the theories that are expressed in 
scientific terms. The other day an old Westmorland 
cow doctor, famed all over his district for his success 10 
curing bovine ailments, had been sent for by a neighbour- 
ing farmer to attend a cow which apparently was 
extremis, and after “Tommy” had carefully examined 
the symptoms the anxious old farmer to whom the cow 
belonged, said— 

Wia, an’ wat’s rang wid her ? 

The Doctor: Oh, she’s gitten a touch o’ pleury feno 


| mina. 


Old Farmer : Aye, an’ wat’s pleury fenomina like. , 
eal Wia, its something rang wid its bronchtial 
ubes. 

With this explanation the old farmer duly adminis- 
tered the “drink ” that the doctor gave him.—Cumber- 


| land and Westmorland Herald. 
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THE PLYMOUTH MEETING—SOME PRESS 
NOTICES. 





If there is a question upon which the National Veteri- 
nary Association might be expected to make a clear and 


-definite pronouncement it is that of the prevention and 
cure of tuberculosis in cattle. The fact that consump- 


tion is contagious, and that this and other forms of 
tuberculous diseases may be communicated from animals 
to human beings has opened up new prospects both of 


dread and of hope. On the one hand, it has led us to 


look forward to a time when the ravages of these dread 


diseases may be stayed, while on the other it brings us 


face to face with the hitherto little regarded risk of con- 
tracting them through our food supply. Diseases which 
slay one-eighth of the human race and affect one-fifth of 
the cattle of the country may surely be described as 
matter of the first importance. In such a connection 
language cannot be exaggerated, and when a man of the 
professional standing of Mr. M’Fadyean bids us be at 
ease because the money losses of farmers are not serious, 


and talks of: the cost of stamping-out tuberculosis as 


prohibitive, we can only marvel at the facility with 
which he ignores the more important side of the question. 
It is only justice to the Professor of the Royal Veteri- 
mary College to say that careful perusal of the report of 
his speech leaves us in doubt as to the precise degree of 
importance which he attaches to what the President of 
the Association described as the intercommunicability 
between animals and men of these diseases. In one 
sentence Mr. M’Fadyean says it was exceedingly doubt- 
ful whether any case of pulmonary consumption in man 
ever originated in bovine tuberculosis; and the evidence 


justified the opinion that at the most only a small pro- 


rtion of the other forms of tuberculosis in man came 
rom either meat or milk. This might tend to lessen 
our fears were we not immediately afterwards told that 
“there was evidence to shew that there was a distinct 
menace to human health existing through the prevalence 
of tuberculosis in cattle,” and that “enough was not 
being done by the Board of Agriculture to deal with 
tuberculosis in the direction of lessening the risk to which 
human beings were oes through the sale of tubercu- 
lous milk.” We should like to suggest that before Mr. 
M’Fadyean next addresses himself on the subject he 
should decide upon which side of the fence he intends 
to climb down. After all, one human life is of more im 
portance than that of many cattle ; and if there is “ the 
distinct menace to human health” and “the risk” of 
which Mr. M’Fadyean speaks, the fact that the stamping 
out of the disease would cost the State a lot of money 
ought not to stand in the way of remedial measures. The 
country did not count the cost when it was a question of 
putting in force drastic legislation for the extermination 


Of cattle plague and pleuro-pneumonia. It is surely not 


going to consider whether we shall have to spend a few 
thousand pounds more or less when the question is that 
Of the elimination of diseases which affect the people 
more than the cattle.— Western Morning News. 





. The conference of the National Association of Veter- 
inary Surgeons was resumed at Plymouth on Thursday. 
Mr. J . Fraser (St. Albans), president of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, moved :—“ That this Associa- 
lon, being convinced that bovine tuberculosis is a 
pee to man and a source of enormous loss to owners 
r cattle, 1s strongly of opinion that State control over 

€ disease is urgently wanted in the interests of public 
ealth and agriculture.”—The resolution was carried 
unanimously.— The Times. 





. Not the least important of the many societies to which 
© present year Plymouth has extended a welcome is 


In th 


| 
the National Veterinary Association, which has been 
holding its annual conference in our midst. Next in 
importance to the health of man is that of the animals 
which he has domesticated ; and the health of these de- 
pends in large measure on the “vets.” We are glad to 
notice that Mr. W. H. Bloye, of Plymouth, this year’s 
president of the Association, drew attention to the con- 
nection between human and animal disease. That con- 
nection is close and intimate. For example, cattle which 
are peculiarly liable to tubercular affections are one of 
the chief sources of human food. Something has been 
done in recent years to reduce the liability to infection 
from this source. But much remains to be done. Mr. 
Bloye pleaded for the appointment by local authorities 
of qualified veterinary surgeons as veterinary officers of 
health, to whom should be entrusted the inspection of 
animals, of meat, of cuwsheds, dairies, and milkshops. 
That is a thoroughly sound plea. So far as the public is 
concerned, the present method of inspection is most un- 
satisfactory, for it is generally, though not always, car- 
ried out by untrained and unskilled men. We welcome 
from so capable an authority as Mr. Bloye the condem- 
nation of private slaughter-houses. Even if their 
proprietors have to be bought out, we believe it would 
be a wise policy for any Corporation to extinguish the 
privete slaughter-houses forthwith, and to substitute 
ublic abattoirs equipped with every modern conven- 
lence. Prof. McFadyean, who has the philosophic 
temper, is very averse from exaggeration. He com- 
plained that the liability of men to contract tuberculosis 
from the consumption of tuberculous meat is greatly 
exaggerated. Prof. McFadyean even goes the length 
of saying that it is exceedingly doubtful whether any 
case of pulmonary consumption in man ever originated 
in bovine tuberculosis. That isa very large statement. 
He added further, that there was no justification for the 
assertion that human phthisis frequently came from the 
butcher’s shop. The learned professor speaks with high 
authority and in a sense his remarks are reassuring ; but 
we are disposed to agree with Mr. Fraser, of St. Alban’s, 
that the net result of the professor’s speech is to mini- 
mise the importance of the subject to agriculturists, and 
to consumers of milk and meat. Is that quite desira- 
ble? Wethink not. While we don’t want legislation 
or inspection by panic, we certainly think that both the 
breeder and the consumer (or the local authority, which 
is the guardian of the consumer) ought to keep vigilant 
watch against tuberculosis in cattle. In this matter an 
excess of precaution is better than indifference.— Western 
Mercury. 


The National Society of Veterinary Surgeons have 
lost no time in making their position on the subject of 
tuberculosis perfectly clear. It is much to be regretted 
that Professor McFadyean, whose remarks on the 
previous day were certainly open to the interpretation 
that the mischief is being exaggerated, should not have 
been — yesterday to define and defend his position. 
But the question, as the secretary said, is not a personal 
one. Itis far too important for that. When the health 
and life of large numbers of people are at stake men 
who have special knowledge and experience owe it as a 
duty to themselves and to the community at large to 
speak with no uncertain sound. The veterinary sur- 
geons as a body have now put on record their opinion 
that tuberculosis in cattle is both a danger to man and 
a source of loss to stockowners, and calls for a measure 
of State control. What this control means we know 
from the experience of other communicable diseases of 
cattle. Enormous effort and a very large expenditure of 
money will be required before the disease is stam 
out, and such a result is not likely to be attained for 
years. But as prevention is better than cure, so is the 





elimination of a source of disease than the best measures 
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that can be devised for curing it. The crusade against 
consumption would be in vain if it ignored the influence 
which tuberculosis infected cattle must have upon the 
health of the people.— Western Morning News. 


The vets. have followed up their president’s inaugural 
address by unanimously passing a resolution to the effect 
that, being convinced that bovine tuberculosis is a danger 
to men, and a source of loss to owners of cattle, the 
Association is of opinion that State control over the 
disease is urgently wanted in the interests of public 
health and agriculture. With this opinion most people 
who have taken any interest in the subject will agree. 
Nobody can say how far the germs of disease may be 
carried, and it is generally admitted that cooking does 
not kill them. Good butchers, for their own sake, and 
for their customers’ sake, generally keep on the safe side 
when there is a doubt about a carcase, but without rigid 
State control it is impossible to prevent the disease from 
getting about.— Morning Herald. 











Personal. 


The funeral of the late Miss Jessie Heatley of Morpeth 
took place on Tuesday, August Ist. She was the daughter 
of Mr. G. S. Heatley, M.R.C.V.S., of Wellwood House, 
Morpeth, and of Heaton, Newcastle. Miss Heatley was 
endowed with exceptional musical talent, and an excellent 
violinist, and was ever ready to aid by her gifts and 
skill religious, benevolent, and philanthrupic causes. 
Nearly twelve months ago the horse she was riding 
slipped and fell on a crossing at the end of Morpeth 
Bridge, and she sustained serious injuries. From these 
she recovered, but her general health was affected, and 
she afterwards caught a chill whilst at Newcastle. 
From that time her health declined, and she died at 
Wooler, on Friday, 28th ult., in the twenty-second year 
of her age. At her funeral there was present a large 
gathering of professional gentlemen, tradesmen, farmers, 
and others from a wide district around Morpeth. The 
memorial wreaths and crosses were very many and very 
beautiful.— Newcastle Daily Journal. 


On July 17th, at Bombay, the wife of Fras. Evelyn 
Place, M.R.C.V.S., B.Sc., of a son. 


A.V.D. ann Mriuirary Tirves. 

If the War Office authorities are wise they will profit 
by their experience and grant the officers of the Army 
Veterinary Department the concessions they have made 
the officers of the Army Medical Corps. They refused 
fora long time to grant military titles to the doctors, 
but had to do so in the end, and they might just as well 
concede the demands of the Army vets. with a good 
grace, as in the long run they will have to give in. The 
veterinary surgeons intend to boycott the service, and 
this will be carried on until it becomes absolutely 
necessary for the demand for military titles to be granted 
if the work of the department is to be carried on with 
any approach to efficiency, as in the case of the medical 
department. Of course a few will present themselves 
for examination, but they will afterwards wish they had 
not, for they will find themselves covered with odium by 
those already in the service. The War Office may be 
perfectly right in the view they take on the matter, but | 
it will be found that it would have been much better to 
have granted the concession, as the authorities will dis- 
cover when they find the number of applications for ad- 
mission to the Army Veterinary Department becoming 
fewer and fewer at every succeeding examination a 
Court Journal. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


PAYMENT OF VETERINARY SURGEONS AT 
HORSE SHOWS. 
Sir, 


Referring to the remarks at the recent meeting of our’ 


Western Counties Association as to the payment of 
veterinary surgeons acting as such in an official capac- 


ity at horse shows. It must be remembered that these: 


exhibitions are supported by voluntary contributions 
and perhaps the veterinary surgeon reaps as much 


benetit in different ways as anybody from them. To: 


compare his duties with that of the secretary is obviously 
absurd. A. T. Hurron. 


“ CANINE INFLUENZA. 
ir, 
Mr. H. K. Tasker, in the course of his article in last 


week’s issue, says: “I cannot at all understand why this- 


form of influenza (?) should be looked upon as a new 
disease.” : f 
Descriptions of influenza “a contagious disease where 


large numbers of horses are crowded together. In 1732: 


it entered London in Septemb2r and progressed so 
swiftly that in a week there was scarcely a stable in the 
whole city without infection.”—(Courtenay). 
“ A contagious febrile epizéotic of horses.”—(Dunn). 
“Tt is a contagious epidemic disease.”—(Miller and! 
Tellor). 


Has Mr. Tasker ever communicated the disease under’ 


consideration from one dog to another by any means? 
and if so why not if the disease is influenza ? 

I should like to know also how Mr. Tasker would dis- 
criminate between the catarrhal influenza he describes 
and the catarrhal form of distemper in the dog ?— Yours 
sincerely, G. MayAL.L. 


CONDUCT. 
Sir, 

What would Mr. Editor or any other gentleman think 

of a member of the R.C.V.S., particularly should he be a 
president of a veterinary medical association, who wrote 
to one of their clients asking whether he had any colts to 
castrate, if so, he would be most happy to come and 
operate upon them, and had any of his neighvours any? 
How would you treat a man guilty of acting in this 
underhand manner ? 
_ Another thing which I should like an opinion upon 
is the designation of members of the R.C.V.S. Some 
London graduates call themselves M.R.C.V.S.L.—by this 
do they claim superiority over graduates of other 
Colleges ? 

, Occasionally graduates of one or other of the Scottish 
Veterinary Colleges style themselves M.R.C.V.S. London- 
Is this proper? I suppose we are all Fellows and Mem- 
bers of the R.C.V.S. London, seeing there is no other 
licensing body in the British Isles.—I am, vour etc., 

KIDDERMINSTER. 


ee pe anne 








Communications, Books, anpD Papers RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
G. Mayall, F.E. Place, F.D.McLaren, J. G. Rutherford, 
W. H. Dalrymple, J. Nettelton. ‘‘ Cyclop.” 

Report Bombay Vety. College, ‘* Ticks and Texas Fever,” by 
H. A. Morgan; The County of Middlesex Independent. 


— 





We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 





local papers containing facts of interest. 
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